
FROM THE GARDEN (of Eden—“my will”) TO THE  
   GARDEN (of Gethsemane, “Thy will be done”), pt 2 

Mt 6:10; Lk 1:38; I Jn 4:8-10 
   
 III.  WHAT IS GOD’S WILL? 
       A.  In accord with his Nature:  Trinitarian Revelation:  God Is (Father), Thinks (Word), Wills (Spirit)  
             1.  Inner/Essence (in se):  three-in-one mystery 
             2.  Immanent/Economic (in world):  creation; salvation, working out His will—“From the Father, through  
                  the Son, by/in the Holy Spirit”  
       B.  Son personifies God’s Mind as Logos, thus rational rather than irrational, reasonable rather than arbitrary,  
             logical rather than illogical, constant rather than capricious, coherent rather than inexplicable, cogent rather  
             than coercive  
       C.  Holy Spirit Personifies God’s Will as Love, for Himself & all creation (I Jn 4:8-10); thus good, just, compas- 
             sionate, merciful, self-giving   
       D.  Biblical pairings (somewhat paradoxical):  (1) Primordial & Consequent; (2) Hidden & Revealed;  
             (3)  Necessary & Free; (4) General & Particular 
       E.  Divine “signs” indicating what God wills (Aquinas) 
            1.  Operations (Gn 1:1)—unilateral, imposed; cosmos; salvation history; prevenient grace 
            2.  Permissions (Gn 2:16)—“freely” eat & act  
            3.  Precepts (Dt 6:5)—“you shall love,” positive commands re what should be done 
            4.  Prohibitions (Ex 20:4)—“you shall not,” negative commands 
            5.  Counsels (Ro 12: 4-7)—“diversities of gifts & activities,” non-coercive advice 
       
 IV.  WHAT IS GOD’S WILL IN HEAVEN?  
       A.  Stars & planets, light, gravity, nuclear forces, electromagnetic fields, laws, eternal law 
       B.  Angels obey (rebels expelled, become demons) 
            1.  Worship—Rev. 5:11, 7:11 
            2.   Reveal, inform (as messengers) God’s plans; Gabriel to Mary & Joseph; angels & shepherds (Lk 
                  2:13-14) 
       C.  Church Triumphant, rejoicing in heaven 

 V.  WHAT HAS GOD WILLED (in general)? 
       A.  Creation (God said “let it be”) and we are stewards  
       B.  Natural Law (Ro 1:19)—“God has shown” and we are accountable 
       C.  Divine Law revealed (Ex 20:1)—God “spoke” on the mountain and should obey 
       D.  Salvation (2 Pet 3:9)—the LORD is “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repen- 
             tance;” providential, grace-guided,  
             1.  Incarnation (Gabriel said to Mary:  “you will conceive”):  “He became what we are so that we might be    
                  come what He is.” 
             2.  Crucifixion (Father’s will for Son):  dying for us, calling us to die (to sin) for Him 
             3.  Resurrection:  arising from the grave, granting us eternal life 
             4.  Pentecost:  empowering Spirit guiding Church 
  
 VI.  WHAT DOES GOD WILL FOR US (in particular)?  “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I can- 
         not change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference” (Reinhold Neibuhr).   
       A.  Accepting/Passive (Lk 1:38):  compliant with what comes 
             1.  Conception, growth, sickness, death 
             2.  Socio-political systems, taxation, etc. 
       B.  Active (Acts 9:6):  assenting & acting in accord with understanding 
            1.  Vocation 
            2.  Marriage 
            3.  Tithes & offerings 
            4.  Daily decisions  
      C.  Tests:  time-tested texts; reasonable, common sense; Christian tradition; supported by wise counselors;  



Jean-Pierre de Caussade, Abandonment to Divine Providence

The “Abandonment to Divine Providence” . . . is a trusting, childlike, peaceful abandonment to the guid-
ance of grace, and of the Holy Spirit: an unquestioning and undoubting submission to the holy will of 
God in all things that may befall us, be they due to the action of man, or to the direct permission of God.  
To Fr. de Caussade, abandonment to God, the “Ita Pater” of our Divine Lord, the “Fiat” of our Blessed 
Lady, is the shortest, surest, and easiest way to holiness and peace. 
  —de Caussade, Jean-Pierre. Abandonment to Divine Providence (p. 4).  Kindle Edition.  

Mary was the most simple of all creatures, and the most closely united to God.  Her answer to the angel 
when she said:  “Fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum”:  contained all the mystic theology of her ancestors to 
whom everything was reduced, as it is now, to the purest, simplest submission of the soul to the will of 
God, under whatever form it presents itself.  This beautiful and exalted state, which was the basis of the 
spiritual life of Mary, shines conspicuously in these simple words, “Fiat mihi” (Luke i, 38).  Take notice 
that they are in complete harmony with those which Our Lord desires that we should have always on our 
lips and in our hearts:  “Fiat voluntas tua.” 
  Ibid., p. 5 

In reality sanctity can be reduced to one single practice, fidelity to the duties appointed by God.  Now this 
fidelity is equally within each one’s power whether in its active practice, or passive exercise.  The active 
practice of fidelity consists in accomplishing the duties which devolve upon us whether imposed by the 
general laws of God and of the Church, or by the particular state that we may have embraced.  Its passive 
exercise consists in the loving acceptance of all that God sends us at each moment. 
  Ibid., pp. 6-7 

Only those which forbid things evil in themselves are absolute, because it is never allowable to commit 
sin.  Can there, then, be anything more reasonable?  What excuse can be made?  Yet this is all that God 
requires of the soul for the work of its sanctification.  He exacts it from both high and low, from the 
strong and the weak, in a word from all, always and everywhere.  It is true then that He requires on our 
part only simple and easy things since it is only necessary to employ this simple method to attain to an 
eminent degree of sanctity.  If, over and above the Commandments, He shows us the counsels as a more 
perfect aim, He always takes care to suit the practice of them to our position and character.  He bestows 
on us, as the principal sign of our vocation to follow them, the attractions of grace which make them easy. 
He never impels anyone beyond his strength, nor in any way beyond his aptitude.  Again, what could be 
more just?  All you who strive after perfection and who are tempted to discouragement at the remem-
brance of what you have read in the lives of the saints, and of what certain pious books prescribe; O you 
who are appalled by the terrible ideas of perfection that you have formed for yourselves; it is for your 
consolation that God has willed me to write this.  Learn that of which you seem to be ignorant.  This God 
of all goodness has made those things easy which are common and necessary in the order of nature, such 
as breathing, eating, and sleeping. No less necessary in the supernatural order are love and fidelity, there-
fore it must needs be that the difficulty of acquiring them is by no means so  great as is generally repre-
sented. Review your life. Is it not composed of innumerable actions of very little importance? Well, God 
is quite satisfied with these. They are the share that the soul must take in the work of its perfection. This is 
so clearly explained in Holy Scripture that there can be no doubt about it: "Fear God and keep the com-
mandments, this is the whole duty of man" (Ecclesiastes xii, 13), that is to say--this is all that is required 
on the part of man, and it is in this that active fidelity consists. If man fulfils his part God will do the rest. 
  Ibid., p. 7 

It is the heart that must be changed.  When I say heart, I mean will.  Sanctity, then, consists in willing all 
that God wills for us.  Yes! sanctity of heart is a simple “fiat,” a conformity of will with the will of God. 
  Ibid., p. 14  


